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No message this month. 

 

A good turnout with many new members present! 

 

Old business: 

  

John Kobak reported 269 members!  He encouraged current members to give back by 

helping new members learn kayaking skills.  Mike Duvall suggested leading trips as another 

way to do this:  we need several trip leaders. Our trips are what bring people into the club! 

 

John B. shared that the Vermilion Race was a great success: 71 participants and $741 

earned.  He encouraged whitewater kayakers to participate in the fun!  Many thanks to Jon 

Reising and his team!! 

 
President’s Message 
From John Banach 

 
 
 

 

Keelhauler’s Minutes 
April 11, 2017 

By Marcia Karchmer 
 
 
 

 

 

Next Club Monthly Meeting is to be announced… 

For more meeting information contact: 

John Banach j_banacka@hotmail.com . . . . 330-606-5032 

All our meetings are open to guests. Invite a prospective member! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:j_banacka@hotmail.com?subject=Question%20about%20Meeting


Sam reported the club balance after donations.  The group voted to give $500 to Friends of 

the Cheat for repair of the main roads to the Cheat and Big Sandy.  See treasurer’s report 

on the other donations. 

New business: 

Don Howdyshell reported on the upcoming Cuyahoga Falls Race on April 22.  Go to 

cfkayakrace.com for more information or look on the club Facebook page and the 
Keelhauler website.  Don and John B encouraged club members to volunteer for safety 
and to cover the Keelhauler booth.  45 people have registered. There is an observation 

deck at the Cuyahoga Falls Sheraton. The race is drawing people from out of state and 

highlighting NE Ohio for kayaking! There are permits for 49 people to run the lower 
gorge: 4 miles of whitewater!! 

Don also encouraged Keelhauler members to advise newer paddlers they meet on the water 

about proper equipment (helmets! & Air Bags) and learning to roll at sessions posted on our

website.  This will increase safety of newer paddlers and interest them in joining the club as 

well. 

Next meeting:  The board discussed a possible June meeting at Hinckley Lake for picnicking 

and kayaking (bring your own food) and a July meeting at Huntington Beach in Bay Village 

(pot luck) on the second Tuesday of each month.  These will be posted when plans are 

finalized.  

Marcia Karchmer, Secretary 
 

The 49th Annual Keel Haulers Vermilion River Race was held on March 26 2017 with a warm 

and mostly dry day.  We had 59 boats with a total of 71 participants. 

I want to thank all the volunteers who helped put the race on. From the people that helped 

with advertising and getting the info out to the news organizations to Bob Bair who helped 

and has helped for many years with the refreshments. 

We were able to have the race from Schoepfle Gardens in Birmingham to Mill Hollow Park. 

The river level was at the lowest level within the range to have the race on the section we 

used. Still even with the very low river level many racers came up to me and thanked the 

club for having the race on this section of the river. 

Thank you again volunteers, those at start, finish, registration, boat inspection and scoring. 

Jon Reising, Race Chair 

Wrap up of the Vermilion Race 
From Jon Reising 

http://cfkayakrace.com/


Keelhaulers’ Canoe Club Treasurer’s Report 

April 23, 2017 

CD 0402  $2, 285.15 

CD 1077  $2, 282.72 

CD’S (2)  $4, 567.87 

Checking   $8, 543.23 

Total  $13,100.10 

* At the April 11, 2017 meeting, the members and Board of Directors voted to

donate $500.00 to the Friends of the Cheat to repair the Bull Run Access Road.  The 

action was requested by President John Banach. 

* The Vermilion River Race was an outstanding success with 71 racers bringing a

$741.97 to the club.  Thank you Jon Reising! 

As Safety Editor and Accident Database Manager for American Whitewater. I try to 

collect reports of whitewater accidents involving canoe, kayak, and raft paddlers of all skill 

levels. I depend on help from the paddling community to forward reports as they encounter 

them. If you hear of a fatal accident or near miss in fast water or rapids, please forward 

newspaper articles, chat room posts, or reports to me at ccwalbridge@cs.com.  

Please copy and paste the text of articles rather than providing links, which often go dead 

after a short time. You can also post reports on the American Whitewater Accident 

Database found on our website 

(https://www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Safety/view/) or message me on Facebook. 

Monthly Treasurer’s Report 
By Sam Reynolds 

Whitewater Safety and  
Cheat River Access Campaign 

By Charlie Walbridge 

https://www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Safety/view/


Friends of the Cheat has been working on maintaining and improving the Cheat Canyon and 

Big Sandy access roads for the past three years. Although these magnificent rivers draw 

paddlers from all over the country, Preston County lacks the funding to keep these roads 

from deteriorating. FOC has raised over $75,000 to provide river access at Albright, 

Rockville, and Jenkinsburg and to maintain the access roads, much of it from whitewater 

paddlers. We can get the job done - with your help.  

On March 27, 2016, FOC Director Amanda Pitzer, Project Manager David Petry, and Board 

Member Charlie Walbridge toured the roads with a local contractor. They accessed the 

condition of the roads and agreed on a plan. This year we have three goals:  

First, clear the ditches and culverts on both the Rockville and Jenkinsburg Road They're 

blocked in many places, and this diverts water into the roadbed where it can do real damage. 

This work will cost $4000.  

Second, block off ATV "shortcuts" at the hairpin bend on Bull Run Road just above the 

parking area (shown as A,B, and C in the photos) The roadbed here is very narrow and this 

activity, if continued, will render it impassible. We're setting aside $1500 for this work.  

Third, apply gravel to the washed out sections. A truckload of gravel costs $500. We'd like 

to spread ten truckloads - if we can - so the road can be easily travelled by conventional 

vehicles.  

We have $3000 left over in the Access Fund from last year and a pledge from a local 

boater to match the first $3000 in contributions. Anyone giving $100 will receive a new 

membership in Friends of the Cheat or renew their current one. Anyone donating $250 will 

get their membership renewed and receive a copy of Wildwater West Virginia signed by the 

author. Anyone giving $500 will receive the membership, guidebook, and two passes to 

Cheatfest 2017.  

The time is now! Do your car a favor! Donate today! 

To donate: http://www.cheat.org/recreation/river-access/call-for-action-bull-run-road-

repairs-2016/  

Charlie Walbridge 

https://www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Safety/view/
https://www.americanwhitewater.org/content/Safety/view/
http://www.cheat.org/recreation/river-access/call-for-action-bull-run-road-repairs-2016/
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2nd Annual Cuyahoga Falls Kayak Race April 22nd 

49 Competitors, from 15 states 

Men's Short Boat 

1st - Dan Piros 

2nd - Bobby Miller (Team Dagger Kayaks) 

3rd - Hunter Cooper (Team Dagger Kayaks) 

2nd Annual Cuyahoga Falls Race 
April 22, 2017 

By Don Howdyshell 



Women's Short Boat 

1st - Heather Homberg 

2nd - Alison Gillam 

Long Boat 

1st - Bobby Miller (Team Dagger Kayaks) 

2nd - Wade Harrison (Team Dagger Kayaks) 

3rd - Hunter Cooper (Team Dagger Kayaks) 

Open Class Slalom Race 

1st - Nic Williams (Team Liquid Logic) 

2nd - Zach France 

3rd - Seth Chapelle (Team Jackson) 

Boater X Race 

1st Place - Hunter Cooper (Team Dagger Kayaks) 

Freestyle Competition winners - Cuyahoga Falls Fire Department 

Michael Johnson won the Jackson Antix Boat Raffle 

The turnout was phenomenal. All spectating areas were packed, although I have not received 

an estimated count for spectator attendance. 

Don Howdyshell 





Total Results: 



John Banach set up a tent at the Cuyahoga Falls Race. A lot of interest was shown and John 

signed up 8 new members bringing our total family membership to 284 members, a ten year 

high for this month. 

Keelhauler Race Tent 



April 14-16 Jack and I headed up to Bangor, Maine to run the Kenduskeag Stream. 

Junior/U23 USA Wildwater Team Trails were Friday and Sunday and we also registered for 

the Kenduskeag race on Saturday. 

The ice had melted just days earlier although huge blocks still littered the shoreline and 

the river was running a beefy 9.8 feet. The Sprint Race consisted of 2 runs on what is 

locally known as Shopping Cart Rapids, where the Kenduskeag flows through a small gorge 

before entering Bangor and emptying into the Penobscot River. Shopping Cart is normally 

littered with rocks but there were none to be seen on the 275 meter course, ending in a 

large breaking wave hole and had a fast current and strong eddies.  Several more timid 

racers tried staying near the right shore to avoid the hole but were flipped by the eddies 

and swam. Staying out in the current and catching the shoulder of the wave hole was a 

better choice. 

   Jack Andraka 

Saturday, Jack and I took the Shredder to the 51st Kenduskeag Stream Race. It is the 

largest paddling event in New England and one of the largest in the country. Over 900 

boaters in 493 boats paddle 16.5 miles from Kenduskeag Village to Bangor. The first 10 

miles is meandering flatwater. The shores were lined with spectators who enjoyed cheering 

Kenduskeag Stream Race 
By Jane Andraka 



and heckling the racers who were wearing a variety of costumes including a big green Gumby 

boat, a Minion boat, and lots of tutus and glitter. We were objects of curiosity and many 

declared that we were doomed in the upcoming rapids because we sat too high in the raft! 

We came around a turn in the river and were greeted by the sight of hundreds of 

spectators watching boat carnage at the first big rapid, 6 mile falls. Boaters needed to 

navigate large waves and holes while skirting ledges and pour overs and surviving a large 

ledge hole at the bottom. We saw so many people capsize and swim here and swim either the 

whole rapid or survive the rapid only to swamp and sink at the bottom. Naturally the 

Shredder made quick work of this obstacle and we passed many of our skeptics. Although 

there was lots of safety, rescue focused only on people so canoes and kayaks were left to 

float downstream on their own. We passed many pinned along the shore or stuck on islands 

and those that managed to float to Bangor were picked up by a motorized police boat. People 

either ran down the shore in pursuit of their boat or caught a shuttle to the end to be 

reunited there. The next 2 rapids were mandatory portages and we decided to portage both 

at a quick trot rather than brave the steep extremely muddy take outs right above the 

drops. Some people bounced off the boats in the very crowded eddies and scrambled out of 

their boats to shore while their boats ran the big drops on their own. We finished in the top 

20 in the open class and caught the provided shuttle back to the car. 

The 1.6 Km Classic Race was held Sunday and many who paddled the 16.5 Kenduskeag Race 

the day before were a little sore. The course rewarded boaters who could read water well 

and navigate a quick path through the small islands. A few rocks were beginning to poke 

above the water surface which added to the difficulty. The finish line was just above a 

large rapid at Flour Mill dam which added excitement when some boaters swam. Jack and 

the other team members are headed to Austria this July to compete in the junior/U23 

Wildwater World championships. At least the ice will be melted! 

Attention Keel-Hauler Members, when you apply, you are considered a TRPC member. 

It’s springtime and that means getting ready for the TRPC Slippery Rock Training Clinic, 

June 3rd and 4th. The club has posted the details/applications for students and instructors 

on the TRPC website http://www.threeriverspaddlingclub.org. Just click on the “Forms” 

button on the menu bar to access the application or click here to download the form: 

http://threeriverspaddlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017-SC-Member-

Fillable-Registration.pdf  

The organizers (all volunteers) have lots to do so please get your applications in before May 

13th to save them the hassle of the last minute rush. In past years, some canoe students 

and instructors have been mis-assigned to kayak classes so it is imperative (when you submit 

your application) that you print “CANOE” PROMINENTLY on the top of the form.  

A great opportunity to get out on the water, perhaps for your first time this year, will be 

TRPC Slippery Rock Training Clinic 

http://www.threeriverspaddlingclub.org/
http://threeriverspaddlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017-SC-Member-Fillable-Registration.pdf
http://threeriverspaddlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017-SC-Member-Fillable-Registration.pdf


the TRPC’s annual Connequenessing trip this Saturday, April 15th. The weather forecast is 

promising and there will be a really good turn-out.  

Check out Paul Eisner’s post on the TRPC Facebook page or call him @ (412) 651-7176.  

Another event that will be a GREAT opportunity to paddle with other canoeists is the 

upcoming Stoneycreek Rendezvous in Johnstown on May 19th, 20th and 21st. There are 

Class II to Class V runs in the immediate area with camping, food and entertainment going 

on all weekend.  

Check out this link for more info: http://benscreekcanoeclub.com/rendezvous/ 

We hope to see you all soon. 

Bruce McClellan  

bruceinpgh@yahoo.com 

412-519-7459 

Home - Three Rivers Paddling Club
 

Need trip organizers – Pick a trip from last year or 

one in red.  Contact: Joe Boyd at 330-858-6270 or 

joebtravels@yahoo.com 

May For More Trips - Check our Message Board 

5/5 Cheat Mass-Occurrence Team Race (WV) 26 Cliff Wire 440-439-6541 

5/5,6 Upper Yough (MD) or Big Sandy or Tygart (WV) 32 Needs organizer 

5/5,6,7 Cheat Fest Weekend (WV)  18-26 Needs organizer 

5/7 (3) Cheat Narrows (WV) 18 Phil/Jen Raber 740-498-7063 

http://benscreekcanoeclub.com/rendezvous/
mailto:bruceinpgh@yahoo.com
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fthreeriverspaddlingclub.org%2F&h=ATND9nviJeb5oyHy6mTjaXMJsoU7HdbB9TGjJWDyTB_byFydHuvdWCEhOn1qX89KpoDAUc7rA6Z5vJy0Oh6ozBn56940k5TISSlGCkYqUrQ-OP6V1A5D7az9FXuLWkow6whVAjaogDkgmpaP5O-WpAafMWI
http://keelhauler.org/phpBB/viewforum.php?f=2
http://cheatfest.org/activities-2/down-river-race/
mailto:cwire64@sbcglobal.net
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
https://www.facebook.com/Cheatfest/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=3a28ebdfac-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_04_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_802d634d51-3a28ebdfac-345631689
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
mailto:raberj@clover.net


5/6 Black River Cleanup 

Black River Wharf Boat Launch 

1355 Black River Parkway, Lorain, OH 

NEO Meetup 

5/12 Upper Yough (MD) 32 Needs organizer 

5/13,14 (3) N. Br. Potomac Release (MD) 18 Needs organizer 

5/13 (1) Kokosing River (OH) FW Tom Kaylor 901-219-4236 

5/13,14 (5) Intro to the Cheat Canyon (WV) 26 Anne Kmieck 216-371-8250 

5/13,14 (3) Cheat Narrows (WV) or Casselman (PA) 18 Chris Mockbee 304-914-5546 

5/19-21 (4) Stonycreek Rendezvous (PA) 21 Needs organizer 

5/20 27th Annual RiverDay Events Friends of the Crooked River 

(OH)  

Elaine Marsh 330-328-3909 

5/20,21 (4) Lower Yough (PA) . Get Your Permit Here  

Also in Ohiopyle on 5/20 is the 3rd Annual Spirit of the River 

Festival 

23  Michael Duvall 216-513-5921 

5/20,21 

5/27,28 

(3) Cheat and Potomac South Branch watersheds. Be sure to 

contact Steve for river choice, like Potomac, Stonycreek, 

Casselman, Dry Fork, Upper Big Sandy or Little Sandy rivers 

18 Steve Ingalls 216-371-8250 

5/27 (3) Slippery Rock Creek (PA) 13-19 Ann Corey 330-858-4841 

5/27,28 (3) N. Br. Potomac Release (MD) 18 Cliff Wire 440-439-6541 

5/28,29 Upper Yough (MD) Sunday is the '80 Pirate Paddle' 32 John Kobak 440-871-1758 

440-554-1383 

https://www.meetup.com/NEO-PADDLERS-NETWORK/events/239385331/
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
http://www.nab-wc.usace.army.mil/northBranch.html
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
mailto:rolyak@centurylink.net
mailto:akmie@hawken.edu
mailto:Mockbee30@gmail.com
http://benscreekcanoeclub.com/rendezvous/
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
http://www.crookedriverday.org/2017-events.html
mailto:ohgreenway@gmail.com
http://www.keelhauler.org/khcc/tripschedule.htm#Y
https://www.facebook.com/events/1735882773395125/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1735882773395125/
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mailto:sti@cwru.edu
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2017 Club Officers 
President John Banach      330-606-5032 

VP:   Don Howdyshell 330-671-0825 

Secretary:   Marcia Karchmer    440-773-4132 

Treasurer:      Sam Reynolds 330-962-5501 

Meeting Place: Middleburg Heights Recreation Center, 15700 Bagley Rd, second Tuesday of each month  

Doors open at 7:00 P.M., meeting starts at 7:30 P.M.  

Membership: $20 per year.  New memberships, renewals, change in address or phone, send directly to 

      Membership Chairman:    John Kobak, 440-871-1758 

1649 Allen Dr. 

Westlake, OH 44145 

Any opinions, views or recommendations expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are those of the article's 

author.  Printing these articles in no way implies approval or advocacy of any of the opinions, views or 

recommendations by the Keel-Haulers Canoe Club or any of its Officers, editor, or members.  Water sports are a 

potentially dangerous activity.  Keel-Haulers Canoe Club recommends and encourages all of its members and others 

to abide by all laws, regulations and recommended practices when engaging in such activity.  Each member is 

responsible for assessing her/his own abilities and for not engaging in activities which are beyond those limits.  

Members assume any and all risk when choosing to participate in any activity and the Keel-Haulers Canoe Club is not 

responsible for any damages resulting from such participation. 

KHCC WEB PAGE URL: www.keelhauler.org 

Non- Commercial advertising is free to all members. To place an ad, send the information the way you want it to appear. Please write or call when item is 

sold. It will appear for 2 months unless canceled. Commercial ads may be submitted by club member's owned businesses four times each year with a 

maximum of four lines of copy per ad. 

Please consider writing a trip report or article for the next newsletter!  The deadline 

for the June issue of the newsletter is 5/23/17.  Please send articles to  

Kelly Miller (Laubaugh) at peetzaguy@aol.com.  

KeelHauler Kanews 

Kelly Miller, Editor  

701 Forrest Ave. 

Geneva, IL  60134 

peetzaguy@aol.com 

May, 2017 
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