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Next Club Meeting Tuesday, October 13th  

Doors open at 7:00 PM, Meeting is at 8:00 PM.  

at Middleburg Hts Community Center  

16000 E. Bagley Rd 

Program: In August, Cleveland Metroparks and Nalu Standup 

Paddle & Surf partnered to offer the 2nd Annual Whiskey Island 

Stand Up Paddleboard Race & Festival.  Bill Cochrane [Nalu 

Standup Paddle and Surf] will speak to us about standup 

paddleboarding.  “The Stand Up Paddle is the fastest growing 

water sport in the world,” said Cochrane. "It appeals to people in so 

many ways.  It’s easy. The whole family can do it. We had an 86-

year-old woman out here last week. It’s the cheapest way to get 

out on the water.  You don’t need a dock. It doesn’t require 

fuel.  You can use it to stay fit. And it’s fun.” 
 

Election:  Be sure to attend the meeting so we can vote on 

this year’s Officers.  The Board has put together a slate:  

President  Karl Nelson 

Vice President  Dave Roush 

Treasurer  Sam Reynolds 

Secretary  Marcia Karchmer 

Trustee  John Banach 

If you cannot make the meeting please email Donna 

[dooda731@yahoo.com] with your vote. 
 

Map to Middleburg Hts Meeting 

All meetings are open to guests.  Invite a prospective member! 

 

 

http://keelhauler.org/khcc/Middleburg.jpg


 

 

The earth has made another circle around the sun, the color of the leaves are 
changing from green to autumn colors and it is time for changes in the 
Keelhauler Canoe Club.  Several members of the Board have completed their 
terms of service.  On behalf of myself and the membership, I would like to thank 
them for their service to the membership of this club.  Donna Homburg has been 
Secretary for many years.  During this time she has faithfully recorded the 
activities at club and Board meetings.  Well, maybe not so faithfully, because her 
accounts were G-rated and the meetings weren’t always G-rated.  Pam Poljak 
has been Treasurer for two years.  The demands of caring for elderly parents 
(and Mark) while continuing in a stressful job dictate that she relinquish her 
responsibilities as club Treasurer.  She will be missed.  Jim Hunt has been a 
Trustee for three years.  His term has come to an end.  However, he will continue 
to support the club as Yearbook Editor—a very valuable contribution to the 
longevity of the club.  Y’all should give them a hearty thanks! 
 
The club is blessed that other members have stepped forward to take over for 
them.  Marcia Karchmer, long-time sea kayaking chair, has agreed to be 
Secretary.  Sam Reynolds, an infrequent Lower Yough paddler but with a lengthy 
paddling resume has agreed to be Treasurer.  Once upon a time (I was still 
paddling my Impulse), we were camping at the state campground when a large 
branch fell out of a tree and crashed onto my truck.  When that happens, you go 
from deep asleep to wide awake in less than a heartbeat!  John Banach, a 
relatively younger paddler who has been shepherding some even newer 
paddlers, has agreed to be one of the Trustees.   
 
OCTOBER 13 ELECTION MEETING.  Be sure to attend the meeting so we can 
vote on this year’s Officers.  The Board has put together a slate:  
President  Karl Nelson 
Vice President  Dave Roush 
Treasurer  Sam Reynolds 
Secretary  Marcia Karchmer 
Trustee  John Banach 
If you cannot make the meeting please email Donna 
[dooda731@yahoo.com] with your vote.  

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

By Karl M. Nelson 

 



 
 

Keelhaulers Canoe Club   

Treasurer's Report, 24-Sept-2015 
    

CD 0402 $2,267.82   

CD 1077 $2,262.84   

CD 4709 $2,243.24   

CDs (3) $6,773.90   

Checking $5,401.67   

Total $12,175.57   

 
 
 

 
 

All club memberships expire on October 1st. As soon as you can, please mail a 
$20 check for your 2016 membership dues. To: 

 
Keel Haulers Canoe Club 

1649 Allen Dr 
Westlake, OH 44145-2506 

 
Or pay $20 using Paypal. Use this link to pay:  
http://keelhauler.org/thanks.htm 
  
You can review your current membership listing, using this link:  
http://keelhauler.org/khcc/members.htm  
User Name: "dir" and the current 2015 password found on pg 20 of our 2015 
yearbook or see the passwords sent out in our monthly e-mail.  
 
If you need to change any information use this form:  
http://keelhauler.com/khcc_registration.htm 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Pam Poljak 

 

 

It’s that time again......... 
From John Kobak 

 
 
 

http://keelhauler.org/thanks.htm
http://keelhauler.com/khcc_registration.htm


To renew your membership you do not have to fill out an application, you only 
need to send your dues payment and any 
changes to your membership information.  
 
Please encourage any of your non-member paddling friends to join/rejoin the 
club. The club offers a lot, to paddlers of all skill levels, at less than the price of a 
tank of gas to go paddling.  
 
John Kobak 
 

  
 

Team River Runners held the 1st Annual Veterans Kayak Football Challenge in 
N. Canton on HoF weekend.  Teams from 5+ states came to try their hand at a 
new sport, playing football in kayaks.  The whole idea of the Challenge was to 
have an event that honored our veterans service to our country in a fun and 
unique way, and  to introduce a whole new group of people to adaptive paddling 
and paddle sports.  

There were vets there with obvious injuries including amputees and even a blind 
player.  There were vets there with less obvious injuries including those who are 
dealing with PTSD and traumatic brain injuries.  There were vets there just 
showing support and many had their families with them.  Our veterans showed 
the toughness, tenderness and teamwork. 

The community of Willowdale couldn’t have been more supportive.  There are so 
many Willowdale residents that went over and above: including lining the road 
with flags, changing the front sign of the club, removing the goose poop, setting 
up all the tables, clearing the lake of the algae bloom, then manning a flotilla of 
platoon boats and cheering on the vets. 

Keelhaulers played a minor role with Jackie and Alan Blackwood, Chuck 
McDowell and myself refereeing.    

What I didn't expect was the profound effect spending time with these warriors 
had on me and, I believe, the entire community. Our vets have given our country 
so much.  It is easy to take for granted our freedom and security.  They did not 
take it for granted, they put their lives on the line for us.  Now they are in the 
healing process.  It was an honor to contribute in a small way.   

  

 

Keelhaulers supports 1st Annual Veterans  
Kayak Football Challenge 

By Dave Roush 
 



 

Twilight.  Four of us schlepped our boats to the pier.  One canoe and three 
kayaks.  We put in to the thick green pea soup muddy water of the Cuyahoga 
River in the “Flats”, Cleveland’s industrial wasteland, named for the low lying 
topography on the banks of the Cuyahoga River in the heart of downtown 
Cleveland.  My friends and I were heading out for an evening paddle with a twist.  
Instead of wilderness and wildlife we were hunting for a good view of downtown 
and industrial Cleveland. 
 
There wasn’t much river traffic.  That was our very good luck, as I’ve had the 
experience before of my heart jumping out of my chest, dodging freighters in the 
shipping lanes; freighters that could crush me without a thought, like I crush 
annoying gnats in the heat of summer.  Instead, we had the river to ourselves, 
complete with the numerous bridges crisscrossing its banks; railroad trestles and 
tracks; freighters and tugs tied up to bulkheads; salt mines and salt mountains; 
cement boats from north of our borders; oil companys’ huge storage gas tanks; 
the small factories dotting the shores of the river, businesses that haven’t left yet 
for the third world, still trying to eke out an existence here; and the river fireboat, 
thankfully underemployed ever since the Cuyahoga River infamously burned 
decades ago.  Oh yes, our trip was also complete with the reek of the odiferous 
perfume that all of the above entails.  This was absolutely the stinkiest water I 
have ever paddled.   
 
We were graced by the company of two sea gulls, one duck, four honking 
Canada geese and one very good sized dead fish, a bottom feeder, belly up and 
staring vacantly, doing its dead dance on the gently lapping waves as the last 
wan rays of sunlight twinkled on the gray green water.  We gazed up at the bright 
lights of downtown Cleveland, the view of the skyline from our boats made all the 
more impressive by our low-lying position.  The downtown lights lit up the night.  
Time for my headlight.  I pulled out my flashlight and anchored it on deck under 
the rigging. 
 
When we returned to the pier, built by the MetroParks system, we rewarded 
ourselves with a relaxed late night dinner on the patio of the new MetroParks’ 
Merwyn’s Wharf Restaurant, overlooking the river.  As Cleveland industry pales, 
but still pollutes, on the shores of the Cuyahoga River, the public parks system is 
stepping in to reclaim and revitalize the land and water.  Dinner was delicious.   
Safe on shore, after such a stinky and sobering paddle, we laughed our heads 
off, but I really can’t remember why. 
 
What a change this was from paddling last month on my annual trek to Blue 
Mountain Lake in the Adirondack Mountains, one of my favorite places in the 
world.  One day I paddled with friends from Blue Mountain Lake to Eagle Lake to 
Utowana Lake and back.  No portaging: over the years we have learned about 

 

Industrial Cleveland From  
a New Perspective 

By Lisa Brand 
 
 



the “secret” inlets that take us from one lake to the next.  We kept a wary eye on 
the weather but we beat the storm that was headed our way and we were all 
tucked up and dry in our cabins when the first drops of rain fell.  Each year I look 
forward to the magic of the lakes and trails of the Adirondacks, and the change in 
pace from whitewater to flatwater.  Paddling: it’s all good. 

 

 
 

I don't know if our club has heard about a paddling accident by a former Keel-
Hauler member, Tim Gill. He broke both his ankles doing a seal launch at the 
Green River Narrows.  

Tim joined the club in 2010 and provided camping at his cabin near Section 3 of 
the Chattooga. We stayed with him and paddled with him on our Southern Trip a 
few years ago. 

Tim Gill has been a fixture in the Northeast Georgia paddling community over at 
least the past decade. The paddling community is full of really good-hearted 
soulful people. Even in this generous community Tim stands out as a remarkable 
human being. Anyone who knows him will agree that he is one of the most 
selfless, generous, and big-hearted people we have ever known. Tim has helped 
countless paddlers in numerous ways: whether guiding them patiently down new 
runs in the Chattooga and Jocassee watersheds or applying his medical skills in 
desperate situations to injured paddlers in remote locations. I have personally 
seen Tim reset dislocated shoulders in the field on two different occasions -  just 
on the Green River. And almost anyone who has paddled the Overflow over the 
past 5 years has almost certainly relied on Tim's visual beta at 7 am. 

Now Tim needs our help. Tim recently suffered a heinous injury on the Green 
River Narrows several weeks ago resulting in two broken  ankles -- right up there 
in the worst case scenario in any paddler's mind. He simply grit his teeth and 
paddled the rest of the run -- remarking along the way that maybe only one ankle 
was broken. Classic Tim.  Tim has had one surgery and is likely facing several 
more. He is doing well but confined to his small cabin for the near future. 

So let’s help Tim out and get him a wheelchair that will give him maximum 
mobility and allow him to access the terrain around his cabin. Let’s get him the 
most badass wheelchair made...let’s get him The Freedom Chair!  Designed by 
MIT, this thing is incredible - with a unique drivetrain and lever system it is more 
of a mountain bike than a wheelchair. The perfect design for a hand paddler. The 
cost with shipping is $3195 door-to-door. If 107 people donate $30 we can make 
sure that Tim's road to recovery can be an off-road adventure. 

 

Thanks for helping a fellow 
paddler…. 

Camp Ockanickon in the 

October 16 through 18 



So they set up this Go Fund me site: https://www.gofundme.com/ac4jbevk 

Wow - Thanks to everyone's support we made the $3200 goal in less than 12 
hours! We will be ordering the wheelchair today.  

Tim is so touched and overwhelmed by everyone's kindness, love, and positive 
thoughts. Although we reached the goal, feel free to donate if you like and we 
can help Tim with medical bills and fresh produce. We will likely stop this 
fundraiser on Monday night, and will update this page with pics of Tim with his 
new whip. 

Thanks everyone. 

Jiri Vala 

Vin Davis vindavis@juno.com 

I believe this is Tim's e-mail when he was a member. 
chattooga1967@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 
West Virginia Rivers Coalition is headed back to Morgantown on Oct. 22 for our 
6th Annual Film Festival at the beautiful Metropolitan Theater.  
 
Doors open and music with the Halftime String Band starts at 6:00 pm and films 
start at 7:00 pm.  
Tickets can be purchased for $8.00 each in advance online. 
Tickets will be on sale at the door for $10.00, $8.00 with a valid student ID.  
 
Are you a filmmaker? We're looking for adventure and conservation films that 
showcase the wonder of West Virginia and the surrounding region. Preferred 
films are under 15 minutes, but longer films will be considered 

 

West Virginia Film Festival 
From Jim Hunt 

https://www.gofundme.com/ac4jbevk
mailto:vindavis@juno.com
mailto:chattooga1967@yahoo.com
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Litter Sweep                                 
 
Friends of the Cheat will be hosting an Adopt-a-Highway litter clean-up to join in 
the Day-to-Serve Initiative. We will meet on Saturday, October 3 at 10:00 AM at 
the North Preston Kwik Stop in Albright. Our section of road extends from the 
Kwik Stop to the Cheat Fest grounds. We expect to be done by noon if we round 
up enough support. We will supply vests, gloves, trash bags, apple cider, and 
donuts. There will be a prize for the weirdest piece of trash collected. So come 
on down and have some fun! 

 

 

Friends of the Cheat 
Adopt a Highway  

Litter Clean Up 

http://cheat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7645dc68a8b480ac656568dea&id=6c80e68759&e=a42a8bc4a0


 
 

For those who couldn’t attend tonight’s meeting in Cuyahoga Falls on the fate of 
the Gorge Dam, here’s a quick summary. I have two quick notes. The full report 
is supposed to be published tomorrow morning on the Ohio EPA website, so you 
should be able to read in detail the proposals and estimates. And two, in my 10 
years as a journalist of covering these types of meetings, the sentiment I got was 
that removal of the dam is going to happen sooner rather than later—it’s just a 
matter of finalizing the details and getting the money, neither of which are 
insurmountable obstacles. 
 
How to remove 800,000-plus cubic yards of sediment and the physical, concrete 
structure of the Gorge Dam—and what to do with it—were the subject of 
Thursday’s meeting hosted by the Ohio EPA at the Cuyahoga Falls Natatorium.  
 
The Ohio EPA’s consultant, Tetra Tech, presented the options and associated 
costs for removing the sediment trapped behind the dam. The issues addressed 
Thursday as related to the proposed, and recommended, removal of the dam are 
how to remove the sediment and where its final disposal site will be. The same 
issues apply to the 60 foot tall by 420 foot wide dam itself. While the physical 
demolition of the dam is fairly straightforward, the actual removal and disposal of 
the concrete material is the primary challenge. 
 
There are a few possibilities and therefore costs. The lowest cost estimate for 
removal and disposal of the sediment is $57.4 million. The lowest cost estimate 
for removal and disposal of the dam rubble is $12.3 million. That does not factor 
in ancillary and other costs, including necessary studies like the hydraulic 
modeling study (how the removal would impact river flow), which is the next step 
in the process. 
 
Previous sediment analysis has determined all the sediment must go due to its 
uniform level of contamination, which means essentially the river would be very 
close to its natural channel once demolition was complete. Unlike removals like 
on the Elwha River in the PNW, no sediment would be left for the river to reclaim. 
It would be very near or at bedrock upon completion. 
 
The time frame for demolition alone from start to finish is 40 months: that’s 3.3 
years. That time frame does not include applying for funds from sources like the 
Great Lakes Legacy Act, a federal funding source, and the actual design 
process. 
 
These are the big points. In short, the EPA wants the dam removed to improve 
water quality. The Ohio EPA representative, I believe it was Bill Zawiski out of the 
Twinsburg office, stressed numerous times that no final decisions have been 
made. Nothing is certain at this point. WKSU, the Cuyahoga Falls Press and 
probably the Akron Beacon Journal were there, so look for their coverage Friday. 

Removal of the Gorge Dam on the 
Cuyahoga River 

By Matt F.   
Sent by Jim Hunt 



 

 

 
A public meeting was held last night, September 24th, re. the proposed removal 
of the 60-ft Gorge Dam, the biggest monstrosity on the Cuyahoga River.  
Removal would cost $70 million dollars, likely to come from public grants. 
Removal of the 832,000 cubic yards of sediment would be the biggest 
component of the cost, tipping the scales at $57.5 million bucks. 
 
The planning would take at least 40 months before removal. A flow study still 
needs to be performed, in addition to the fact that someone would need to come 
up with a plan for pulling together the Big Bux required. Butt, I remember a public 
meeting 15 years or so ago, when I asked about the removal of the Gorge Dam. 
Akron's chief engineer dismissed my question in a patronizing and insulting way. 
Now, not only is removal not out of the question; it's clear to me that the question 
is not "if", butt "when". And "when" is likely within the next ten years—way sooner 
than I'd thought possible. 
 
Click here for the story in the BJ. 

http://epa.ohio.gov/portals/35/documents/Gorge%20Dam%20Report.pdf 

October For More Trips - Check our Message Board   Time to Pay Dues   

10/2,3 Upper Yough (MD) 

Last Saturday Release 

32 John Kobak 440-554-1383 

10/3,4,17,18 (4) Stonycreek River Release (PA) 21 Needs organizer   

10/3,4 Upper & (5) Lower Gauley (WV) 27-33 Needs organizer   

10/10 (2) Middle Yough (PA)  12/SK Steve Ingalls 216-371-8250 

10/10,11 Upper & (5) Lower Gauley (WV) 27-33 Needs organizer   

10/13 Club Annual Election Meeting at Middleburg Hts   Karl Nelson 330-497-2483 

10/17,18 (4) Lower Yough (PA) 

Fall Color Trip Get Permit 

23 Dave Roush 440-623-9035 

November For More Trips - Check our Message Board   Pay Dues   

11/1 (4) Stonycreek River Release (PA) 21 John Banach 330-606-5032 

11/1 (3) Slippery Rock (PA) 13-19 Needs organizer   

11/10 Club Monthly Meeting at Middleburg Hts  Karl Nelson 330-497-2483 

 

Damn that Dam!  
By Matt Muir 

http://www.ohio.com/news/break-news/removing-gorge-dam-on-cuyahoga-river-between-akron-and-cuyahoga-falls-could-cost-about-70-million-1.626949
http://epa.ohio.gov/portals/35/documents/Gorge%20Dam%20Report.pdf
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mailto:sti@cwru.edu
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
http://www.keelhauler.org/khcc/Middleburg.jpg
mailto:knelson@aultman.com
http://www.keelhauler.org/khcc/tripschedule.htm#Y
mailto:rockyroush@gmail.com
http://keelhauler.org/phpBB/viewforum.php?f=2
mailto:John.Banach@Muehlstein.com
mailto:keelhauler@yahoo.com?subject=Organize%20a%20trip
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http://keelhauler.org/phpBB/viewtopic.php?f=2&t=3236#p9874


2015 Club Officers 
President:       Karl Nelson  330-497-2483   

VP:         Dave Roush  440-623-9035 

Secretary:      Donna Homberg      440-236-8360 

Treasurer:      Pam Poljak  440-268-9194  

 

Meeting Place: Middleburg Heights Recreation Center, 15700 Bagley Rd, second Tuesday of each month   

Doors open at 7:00 P.M., meeting starts at 7:30 P.M.  

Membership: $20 per year.  New memberships, renewals, change in address or phone, send directly to 

                         Membership Chairman:      John Kobak, 440-871-1758 

                                      1649 Allen Dr.  

                                      Westlake, OH 44145 

Any opinions, views or recommendations expressed in the articles in this Newsletter are those of the 

article's author.  Printing these articles in no way implies approval or advocacy of any of the opinions, 

views or recommendations by the Keel-Haulers Canoe Club or any of its Officers, editor, or members.  

Water sports are a potentially dangerous activity.  Keel-Haulers Canoe Club recommends and encourages 

all of its members and others to abide by all laws, regulations and recommended practices when engaging 

in such activity.  Each member is responsible for assessing her/his own abilities and for not engaging in 

activities which are beyond those limits.  Members assume any and all risk when choosing to participate in 

any activity and the Keel-Haulers Canoe Club is not responsible for any damages resulting from such 

participation. 

KHCC WEB PAGE URL: www.keelhauler.org 

 
Non- Commercial advertising is free to all members. To place an ad, send the information the way you want it to appear. Please write or call 

when item is sold. It will appear for 2 months unless canceled. Commercial ads may be submitted by club member's owned businesses four 

times each year with a maximum of four lines of copy per ad. 

 

Please consider writing a trip report or article for the next newsletter!  The 

deadline for the November issue of the newsletter is 10/23/15.  Please 

remember that articles should be sent to Kelly Miller (Laubaugh) at 

peetzaguy@aol.com.  
 

KeelHauler Kanews 

Kelly Miller, Editor   

1515 Fox Chase Dr.  

Sewickley, PA  15143 

peetzaguy@aol.com 

October, 2015 
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